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IN the fourteen years following 1900

the United States fell from the position
of heaviest world exporter

of foodstuffs to the necessity of buying,
In 1912, $7,000,000 worth of edible articlesof commerce more than it sold,
and In 1914, even Including the rush
of the first war sales, Uncle Sam went

down Into his capacious pocket for
$45,000,000 with which to pay for his
excess of foodstuffs imports over foodstuffsexports.
Temporarily the war upset conditions,and by restriction of home consumptionwe sent abroad rather large

food supplies. But now that the food
situation approaches normality, this
country will have to face the disturbingfact that we may no longer look
for the large surplus of profit which
we formerly realized from the world
foodstuffs traffic.
Instead of compelling foreign nationsto send us gold or goods to pay

for their excess of food purchases, the
United States will have to ship gold or

goods abroad to pay for its excess food
purchases over food exports, because
the rapid increase of population with
virtually no increase of production is
proceeding steadily and will intensify
rather than relieve matters unless
there be given national attention to
several things whicji are conditions
precedent to solving the problem.
There must be larger production per
acre; elimination of waste in handling
present production on the farms and
vastly better handling of farm productsin the process of distribution.
From Boundless Plenty

to Threatened Scarcity
Else, the pinch of'food scarcity,

which has been the basic considerationunderneath practically all internationalcomplications abroad, will
come upon the American people with
relentless severity.

It used to be said that America
wasted enough food almost to feed
Europe. Secretary Hoover of the
United States Department of Commercelately declared that "almost
half of the perishable products of
the farms never reach the markets";
and that the prospect Is that, "in ten
years the United States will have
not a bushel of wheat for export."
James Riley Howard, president of

the American Farm Bureau Federation,said to ine here In New York
city the other day:
"Our food problem, as you have

stated, does Involve immensely bettertillage and fertilization, as well
its economic processes of farm handlingand market distribution."

"ITie disturbing information has
come suddenly because of the cool,
scientific analyses made by such
acknowledged authorities as Prof.
Robert J. McFall, head of the Departmentof Agricultural Economics
at the Massachusetts Agricultural
College at Amherst; Prof. E. M. East
of Bussey Institute, Harvard University;Dr Frederick J. Nash, fertilizationscientist; and the painstaking
and in some cases eminent members
of tho World Agricultural Society, of
which the head is Dr. Kenyon L.
Butterfleld, president of the MassaSEA
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Mistakes oj the last tieo years of the
mar are pointed out in this, the sixth
and final installment of The New York
Herald's translation of the sensational
Herman hook, Capt. II. Ititter's "Reviewof the World War."

tt INCE February, 1917, the GermunU-boat war secured resuitswhich brought about
the most serious conditions in Englandsince the outbreak of the war.

No effective way of defense had yet
been found, and England's very existencewas placed in Jeopardy. Also
transportation of the American army
had to bo rendered safe. So the Ententewas faced with tho necessity of
taking tho German submarine bases
on the Flanders coast In order to conquertho German U-boat danger. In
that Great Britain had a still more
vital interest than France. The Englishattacked.
"Tho direction of their attack from

tho Ypres sector was exposed to flank
attacks of the Germans on the plateau
of Messines. Therefore the British
offensive could not be undertaken as

long as the German front nose, known
as tho Wytschaetebogen, was not in
the possession of the enemy. Touvoid
the terrlblo sacrifices of Storming
'hose strong positions the English resortedto mine warfare. The Fourth
German army remained on the powdermagazine, which was blown up on
June 7, 1917, and the German front
line trenches destroyed. The advance
of the enemy could not be prevented.
The enemy was satisfied with the
capture of the Messines-Wytschaeteslioaennlateaux.

"After long and extremely powerful
artillery preparations the English
opened on July 31 the battle of Klanflpr«.which, with one interruption,
lasted until November. The British
br<^<e through the German front lines,
but were unuble to take tho German
fortifications back\of the front owing
to the heroic resistance and quick
measures of the Fourth German army.
"The battle of Flanders caused both

parties immense losses, which were
heavier on the German side than on
the allied because the latter had numericalsuperiority. While the Englishdid not succeed In conquering the
German IT-boat base on the Flanders
coast, they had won tho strategically
important plateau of Messlnes and
Wytachaetebogen.
"An attack the French undertook

on October 22 011 the so-called EafOtauxcorner resulted In the retreat of
tm» German forces, behind the Oise
Canal and the Allette.
"In the battle of Cambral the Englishattacked without any artillery

preparation and created, by the use
of tanks, breaks in the German lines,
through which their Infantry advanced.In that they succeeded,
thereby proving that the tank wns tho
Ideal weapon to make a surprise at-
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chusetts Agricultural College. The
Boclety has branches In a score
of foreign capitals, and has undertakento arouse sentiment In favor of
serious attention to tho social problemswhich are Involved.
These problems vitally concern the

dwellers in the cities of America and
especially hit tlys pockets and stomachsof the millions in New York city,
Philadelphia, Chicago, St. Louis and
all the bigger urban centers. Becausewhen Mrs. Jones takes her
basket on her arm and goes to the
city market to buy supper for her
family site pays the extra price, which
is due in no small part to these
general conditions of increasing demandand relatively decreasing suplily.
The statements by the authoritiescited are buttressed by detailed examinationof the reports of the United

States Census Bureau, the Departmentof Agriculture, the Department
of Commerce and considerable corre|spondence which I have had with
some of the scientists to whom refer|ence has been made.

Margin of Food Exports
Now a Narrow One

Prof. McFall writes that we sent to
other lands "in 1919 barely 1 per cent,
more in value than we sent in 1900";
and in 1920, with the world's ships
coming with yawning holds, "nearly
90 per cent, of our foodstuffs exports
were offset by foodstuffs importations."
In the ten years ending 1899 this

country annually produced of the
principal cereals on 90 per cent, of
the tillable lands 4,438,000,000 bushels.
In the ten years ending with 1909 annualproduction was 4,512,000,000
Dusneis, or an increase ui umj ii.uvu,000bushels, or 1.7 per cent.
But the population of the United

States In 1899 was about 75,000,000
and In 1909 about 91,000,000, an Increaseof about 16,000,000, or about 21
per cent. Population Increased twelve
and a half times as fast as cereal productionincreased.
In 1907 each American had as his

share of the national herds about fivesixthsof one head of cattle. In 1911
that per capita share was about foursixths,and in 1914, the year the great
war began, had the herds been cut up
into steaks, roasts and stews each
American would have had as his share
only a trifle more than three-sixths of
one head of cattle.
The amount of cotton grown on an

average acre increased only less than
3 per cent, from 1870 to 1913, and even
then the per acre crop averaged only
176.5 pounds, yet a young man went
down into Mississippi, adopted intensivetillage and fertilization and got
more than two bales, or about 1,000
pounds, from each acre. Tobacco increasedIn per acre yield only 8 per
cent, from 1879 to 1913.

Yield Percentages Far
Greater in Europe

England has been raising 210
bushels of potatoes to the acre and
Germany 200.7 on tlio average, while
the United States has grown an averageof only 91.4 bushels up to 1900
and 96.5 up to 1913. European wheat
yields run, in the well organized countries,normally twice as much as in
the United States, with Its marvel-
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tack. But they made a serious blunder
when they sent only relatively small
Infantry forces against the German
lines. Otherwise they could have
crossed the Schelde Canal and brought
disaster to the German armies. As
matters stood their tanks could not
advance further than the Schelde
Canal. British cavalry which rode into
tho city of Cambral was not followed
by infantry, and Cambrai could bo ocjcupied by German infantry that was

hurried from other parts of the front
to close the Cambrai gap.
"On March 21 the flower of the

German army attacked to break
through the lines of the enemy betweenCroisllles and St. Quentin. The

| first German offensive was unsuccessful.After it had failed and caused
great losses another offensive was

started on April 9 on tho front near
Hazebrouck in an attempt to reach
Calais. That attack was at first surprisinglysuccessful, but was halted
later.
"On May 27 the Seventh German

army between Anlzy lo Cateau and
Berry-an-Bac opened an attack on tho
enemy which was crowned with great
initial success. Chemin des Dames
was stormed, and the Vesle was

crossed as early as on the second day
of the operations. But in the direction
of Complegno anil Epernay the Germanadvance was halted.

The Reims offensive, according to
the plans of the German High Com!maud, was to be opened by the Seventh
German Army, which was expected to
advance from Jhe .Taulgonne-Courmus
line In southeasterly direction on both
sides of the M.irne to Epernay. while
the First and Third German armies
were to stnrt from the Prunay-Tuhurc
line and cross the Marne between
Epernay and Chalons. If those orders
ctuld be executed the allied forces betweenReims and Epernay would have
been surrounded nd probably forced
to surrender.
"The Allies were informed of that

plan when a captain of engineers of
the Seventh German Army, while reconnolterlngon the Marne, was made
prisoner, and when'"questioned gave
away the secret. Marshal Foeh mudo
ready for a counter attack.
"On July 1 the German offensive

began cast and west of Reims, but
was soon stopped. As soon as August
Id the First and Third armies were
ordered to break off the engagement.
"On August IS Marshal Foeh attackedthe German 'hag' protruding us

far south as Chateau Thierry and T>orJmans by a forceful thrust near Vltlnrs
Cntterets. Numerous tanks.unno-'
ticed by the Uermnns because they'
advanced through wheat fields.appearedsuddenly In the German front
lines. The whole of the German front
between *the Aisne and Cllgnon Creek
was shattered in a few hours. But
"On account of the heavy losses sufferedIn the Reims offensive the GermanHigh Command had to give tip

the scheduled offensive in Flnnders.
That was the beginning of the end."
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ously rich, young: and broad prairies
and fertile valleys.
Our wheat average to the acre In

1891 was only 15.3 bushels, In 1896 12.4
bushels, and In 1914 only 16.6 bushels.
Corn average per acre In 1866 was

25.3 bushels, In 1914 only 25.8 bushels,
or an increase of half a bushel to the
acre in 48 years.
Nor might any one get around the

distressing significance of these facts
by suggesting bad crop years. The
figures here given are actually rep-
rcsentative and Involve that brilliant
era in American agriculture of the last
century, when the homeseeker sung;
with glad acclaim that "Uncle Sam
was rich enough to give us all a1
farm."
That was a "trek" which perhaps

was ttnequaled in history. Across the
prairies and through the valleys whole
families, sometimes entire neighborhoods,took to the westward trails.
Huts were worn deeply in unsurveyed
highways that led to the new El
Dorado, where the golden grain weajfh
of the apparently boundless now homelandsawaited the settler. The Governmentopened its treasure store of land
titles and virtually gave away the
homesteads.
Tens of thousands from each East-

ern State, literally millions of foreign
birth.all, Indeed, who wished for a
home site from which to mine the
grain gold w hlch Nature had deposited
in the soils, might get what he wanted
from a liberal Government. Regions
of 10,000 square miles, practically
every rood of which might be culti-!
vated as a rose garden, were occupied
almost over night. Territories sprang
quickly into Statehood. Cities urose
in a moon's cycle. Indians were pressed
backward from their land heritage.
Society was organized with a celerity
never before equaled, with law and
order supreme.for this trek of the
grain gold miners was^not by wild,
disorderly elements. It was of the best
blood and brain of the older East, collegemen and cultured women, artisans
unexcelled, farmers taught In the hard
school of the farm lands that rimmed
the "stern and rockbound coast" of
the North Atlantic, or with sensitivenessfeeling the slight "pressure of
population" because mayhap settlementshad begun less than 100 miles
away from their former homes in the
east Mid-West.
Meanwhile, American genius was

perfecting mechanical devices for the
sowing, plowing and reaping of grains.
The Age of Steel was beginning brilliantly,and the utilization of the productsof this Age of Steel by tho new
western farmers was not less brilliant,
in so far as concerned the mere takingof the food values out front the
richly endowed food lands. None
thought of replenishing the soils. It
was take, take, and never give back,
that there be permanency of the grain
gold wealth.
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CH/MKMAhi of COMMISSION of
ADJUDICATION

THE third biennial convention of
the United Lutheran Churrh In
America which will be held in

Holy Trinity Church. Buffalo, for ten

days, bealnnlnpr Tuesday. October 17.
will be one of the most Important religiousmeetings In the United States
mis year. This Is because the young-1
est of the great merged denomlna-
tlonal bodies lias before It the solution
of problems of sufficient Importance
to enlist the Interest of church membersthroughout the United States.
The most outstanding of these Is the

exact relation of this Lutheran body to

the Federal Council of Churchea, and <
a decision as to whether the present
"consultative relationship" shall be
continued or full membership substl- i

tuted for It. A similar decision regard- <

Ing the world conference on faith and ,

order and the universal conference on (
life nnd work, and Involving a state- t

inent of the future policy of the
Lutherans toward such Interdenomlna- ,

tlonal movements must be reached by (

the delegates. \
The second problem whose solution j

wl'.l be watched with keen Interest Is r

whether the United Lutheran Church "

through Its foreign mission bnnrd will <

unite with the Church of England In r

support of a great union Christian col-'t
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It was precisely that very going

westward to take up new lands, virgin
rich. In successive strips of area,
which apparently lay at the base of
the utter failure of American ngrlcul-
turo to achieve genuine efficiency.
hard word perhaps, but cool truth.

In other words, the era of the perfectionof agricultural machinery and
tractors has not wrought out any
actual efficiency In per aero Increases
of foodstuffs.
Even theso newer regions are alreadyIn the dumps of non-efflclent

lowered yields to the acre, for by the
census reports Xorth Dakota, which
only yesterday, speaking nationwide,
was an unebnquered area of lands
rich in natural foodstuffs values, pro-
duced only 116,781,886 bushels of
wheat In 1909 from 8,188,782 acres,
or un average of only fourteen and a
quarter bushels, when Xorth Dakota
was "booming", the average an acre
being only about seven bushels In 1919.

Our Sales of Beef Abroad
Show Heavy Falling Off

Prof. MoFall has mado a table
which shows that our sales abroad of
beef rising to a maximum of moro
than a billion pounds in the years
from and Including 1904 to 1907 fell
steadily until In 1914 there was an
actual deficit of 300,000,000 pounds,
and that, although the war stress th%n
lifted beef exports to 43,000,000 in 1915
and 250,000,000 in 1916 until 700,000,000pounds was exported in 1918, the
sales to other peoples fast fell off
again to 271,000,000 pounds in- 1919 to
139,000,000 in 1920, to 41,000,000 in 1921
and for the six months ended June,
1922, the latest complete figures available,beef exports were only 16,159,021
pounds, or at the rate of about 32,300,000pounds for twelve months.
Every additional fact drives deeper

the nail of truth. For instance, the
wheat exports from the United States
in 187S were 33.8 per cent, of the total
crop, in 1901, the first year after this
century began, it had fallen to 38 per
cent, and in 1913, which was the last
full pre-war year and a prosperous
one, we sold to foreign countries only
13 per cent, of the national wheat
crop.

Prof. McFall bolls down the matter
to the cool fact that the people of the
United States must cease the attitude
of expecting to go on westwardly to
obtain new sources of food wealth, for
we have marched westward until the
shores of the Pacific estop us from
going further, and our virgin lands,
by and large, have all been taken up
by the settlers.
To justify his contentions, I made a

careful examination of the Governmentreturns on farm areas, and obtaineddisquieting confirmation of the
Massachusetts authority. Back In 1830
Uncle Sam possessed about 1,500,000
farms averaging each 210 acres. The
romantic westward >narch of the settlerswas then taking place, to the

THEKAJNS 1

p settle iin
IE LEADERS WHO WI

PHILADELPHIA
PROMINENT ON THE LAYMANS

MOVEMENT .

lege In South India. The foreign missionboard believes that It should; the
executive hoard disagrees. Another
matter of International relationship to
eomc before the convention will be the
"onflrmlng of an agreement between
!ho United Lutheran Church In Amor-
ca iind the national Lutheran Church
>f Hungary for the Interchange of
rislttng pastors and officers, and a
'imii.u |MU|nincu iuintiKriiiriu wiui lilt:

Lutheran Church of Czecho-Hlovakin.
The delegates to the convention, of

»hom there will lie more than 1,000,
epresent every district synod and
nany congregations, distributed over
'orty States of the Union and six provncesof Canada.

Church's 4,000 Congregations
Have 1,250,000 Members

The United Uutheran Church In
America, which now comprise? 4,000
:ongregatlons composed of 1,250,000
nembers and grouped Into tlilrty-slx
llstrlct synods, fas organized through
he merger at the Engineers Hulld-1
ng. New York city, In 101S of three
jreat Eutheran bodies.the General
Council, tho General Synod and the
Jnlted Synod of the South. After four
ears of growth It comprises at the
-.resent time one-third of all LuthcrinsIn the United States. The merged
irganlxatlon, which has shown renarkableprogress thus far, constl-
utes ona of the first successful large

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15,

Y FOODS'
THODS A
s in Plain Sight and
t, the Prospect Is, i
ears the Country

fertile lands of Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Iowa and other States. So that In ten
years after 1850 the farms Increased
41 per cent., or 695,000 new units of
foodstuffs production opened up in ten
years. Then, in the next ten years,
015,000 more were opened, an Increase
of the 30 per cent., up to 1870.
Hut it was in the decade from 1870

to 1880 that the most brilliant Western
conquest took place, when in that ten
years 1,349,000 new farms were added,
or almost exactly 50 per cent, increase,
Of a sudden, the rate of increase of

farms began to decline. In the ten
years after 1880, the increase was only
14 per cent.; In the next ten years It
was 25 percent.; In the following decadeIt was 10 per cent., and that car-
ried us up to 1910.
But then the bottom dropped out.

For this country opened up only 88,-
009 new farms from 1910 to 1920, an
increase of 1.4 per cent.
Read the figures another way, lest

some fear that It be a case of "figures
cannot lie, but liars can figure." Uncle
Samuel Increased the number of his
farms throughout all of these decades;
but at the same time he decreased the
average number of acres which he
maintained In each farm; so that,
whereas In 1850 it was 210, in 1920 the
average farm had In It only 140 acres,
That would have been fine had our

Uncle Samuel, while reducing the area
of each average farm, increased the
quantity of foodstuffs taken from each
average acre. But he did not. As
already shown the per acre foodstuffs
harvested remained practically the
same as in the early years.
The Immigrant was all these years

coming from Europe, where, taught
by the food pinch of generations, he
and his ancestors before him had compelledthe land to yield him Just as

generously as he might make It. Arrivingin this country apparently he
discarded every lesson of history.a
history which teemed with wars fought
in Europe over the scramble to fill the
national bread baskets. In other
words, these Immigrants Justified the
acid Irony of some one who wrote that
"The only lesson ever learned from
history Is that no one ever learned anythingfrom history."

Nothing Put Back
Into Overworked Soil

The thrifty Scandinavians, the frugalGermans, the careful farmers of
a dozen European lands, came here,
helped to settle the great prairies .and
valleys, brought with them the es|sence of agricultural efficiency, ingrainedthroughout the past centuries
in the mother countries, and then lost
their economic heads, robbing the soils
of their natural foodstuffs values and
putting bade Into the lands virtually
nothing to maintain the balance which
they should have kept In the bank of
nature.

Likewise, the American settler, leav-1
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scale experiments la the direction of'
united Christianity.
The officers of the organization for

the blennlum Just passed are: President,Dr. V. II. Knubel, for twenty-two
years pastor of the Church of the
Atonement, 145th street and Edge-
combe avenue, Now York; Secretary.
Dr. M. G. G. Scherer, formerly of
Charleston, S. C., representing the
United Synod of the South; Troasurer,E. Clarence Miller of Philadelphia,one of the two laymen who were

responsible In the first place for the
organizing of the United Church, and
Stat 1st loin n Ihn I!or (i I, Kleffor.
Now York, who holds a like position
In tho National Lutheran Council.
During the two years that have

elapsed sineo tho last convention of
tho United Lutheran Church tho Pariahand Church School Iloard has horn
very actlvo In tho preparation of
courses of study for Sunday schools
and we<*k day religious schools, which,
meeting for a brief session at the
close of the public school jay, Instructs
the children of the congregation In the
principles of Luther's faith. More
than forty Sunday school periodicals
are lxlng published by tho board, ono

of which, Lutheran Young folk*, has
a weekly circulation of more than 80,000.Kfforts are being made at the
present time to provide literature
other than English for the German
and Slav Sunday schools.
Among other recommendations the

board will nsk the convention to urge

every Lutheran church to keep the

1922.
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ing the more frugal Atlantic States,
and going to take up virgin lands In
the Western States, paid no heed to
the ordinary economic considerations
which lay at the base of Intelligent
procedure In maintaining production
of foodstuffs.that there must be put1
back In equal quantity as you take
out; else, shortly, there will not be
.anything left to take out.
Uncle Samuel, In his collective nationalcapacity, was Indulging In an

orgy of expending the vital energies
of the foodstuffs lands, going out to
new lands for additional food, rather
than striving to attain that efficiency
of per acre production which h$ should
have attained; but abandoned, In a
measure, the farms In the East, nearer
to the big markets, raising his food
crops on the lands further to the
West, whence the food must bo conveyedIn largo measure to supply tho
Eastern demand.
Tho result has been that, as cited by

Prof. McFall and the other authorities,
the United States constantly fell off in
Its net return from other peoples In

Growth of Importations
of Soil Products Rapid

the International food markets.
The Increases In Importations of all

soli products, for food and Industrial
uses, was rapid. In 1911 the Importationsof hides and skins were 374,000,000Bounds, In 1913 572.000,000
pounds. In 1913 we bought 114,000,000
pounns or cotton, ana or otner noers,
soil produced between 300,000 and
400,000 tons, or from 600,000,000 to
800,000,000 pounds.
Imported wools, hides, skins and

fibers In 1913 totaled about 1,500,000,000pounds; foreign fruits bought
by this country amounted to about
700,000,000 pounds; nuts, 125,000,000
pounds; rice and seeds, 250,000,000
pounds; eggs, 18,000,000, buying from
so far away as China; butter, 1,150,000pounds from Canada and Europe;cheese, 47,000,000 pounds; cream,
2,650,000 gallons, and so on for many
foodstuffs not regarded by some personsas so significant.
But for basic foodstuffs, such as

sugar, coffee, tea, cocoa, chocolate,
grains and other genuinely basic food
commodities, which are essential to
the maintaining! the American table,
tho purchases from foreign lands were

enough to make up the immense totals
cited by Prof. McFall and others.

Besides, had there been no actual
figures of importations given, the logic J
of the foodstuffs situation would have
worked out, by pure reasoning, that,
(1) with population increasing from
12 to 20 per cent, in each decade, (2)
land areas added to farmlands suddenlyceasing to Increase significantly
and (3) the quantity of food taken
from an average acre of land remain-
ing about stationary, it was inevitable
that eventually tho people of the
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Sunday school open throughout the
entire twelve months and to advocate
the use of (ho Bible In class work In
all grades above tho primary, thereby
eliminating tho lesson quarterly exceptfor reference purposes.
The hoard's plan of week day religiousInstruction is based upon the

work of Dr. O. U. Wenner, pastor of
Christ Church, New York, who for
more than two decades has conducted
such a school for tho children of his
parish. After asking that all congregationsestablish such schools the
board further states: "Tho plan to
gather Information concerning religiouseducational work In Europe Is
Indorsed, and the hoard is urged In
every way possible to further the
standardization and uniformity of our
Taitheran parish schools through correspondenceand cooperation with educatorsand authorities In other countries."
Union Christian College

For India to Be Decided
Whether or not the lotthernns will

Join with the Church of Knglnnd and
others In the India mission field to
establish a union Christian college Is
to ho decided at this convention. The
Board of Foreign Missions urges It.
while the executive hoard of the
church has refused to assume the responsibility.
A significant recommendation Is that

In the report of the Board of Minis-
terlal Relief an endowment of at least
*3,000,000 Is to bo raised. I
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United States would be compelled to
face tha fact that something radically
different must transpire from the
course of events agricultural as to
production, handling on the farms and
distribution to the markets.

Prof. MoPall, Prof. East, Dr. Butterfleldand the other scientists herein
cited are not city critics of the bucolicworkers, sitting In easy chairs
and talking at long and Ignorant
range about the shortcomings of their
country brethren. Indeed, they are

constantly In touch, professionally and
of their own life work Interest, with
the country producers of foodstuffs,
laboring sympathetically with them to
devise ways and means whereby the
farm owner and worker may, first, attainsound prosperity and, second,
achieve that technique of farm operationwhich will enable economic activity.They are, In fact, fellow workers
with the American farmers.

Prof. East thus sums up the whole
situation, at the same time suggesting
remedies:
"Human genius is not doing for

agriculture just what our economists
seem to think. The Industrialization
of the Caucasian world, which has
gone on at such a rapid pace during
the past fifty years, has provided for
more people, It Is true.

"In fact, population Increase, though
rapl4Iy rising, has not really caught
up yet with the Increase of production
made possible by the multiplication of
mechanical Inventions. But why has
this come about? There Is one reason,
and only one reason, for the situation.
"We have had new reserves of lands

to draw upon. Mechanical Inventions
simply made It posslblo for a given
unit of man power to cultivate more
land and to distribute Its products
more rapidly and equitably.
"But. with the exception of tho

credit to be given to mechanical productionof chemical fertilizers, thus
far negligible In a world's sense, tho
ago of steel has not aided agriculture
one lota when computation Is made
on (land) unit area.
"In other words, the provisions .Tohn

Doe raises on his hundred acre farm
have not been Increased because of
traction plows and steam tractors.
But John Doe has had cheap land
available and has been able to cultivatemore of It than ho could by the
old hand method. Tields an acre were

actually decreased.
American Farmer Must

Increase Yield Per Acre
"What will happen when the new

land gives out? It is giving out.givingout rapidly. Well, the result will
bo simply this: The machine farmer
will give way to the hand farmer.
The American will cultivate his land
with more man power In his efforts
and approach the European standard
of food production from a given land
area. He will get greater yields on

a given acre. eveS as the European
farmer gets greater yields, but the
per capita will sink slowly downward.
"So few persons appreciate that the

English and German yields of wheat
and potatoes are so high and those of
the United States are so low because
the United States has had new lands
to exploit The country has been In
the era of 'increasing returns' when
shallow plowing, Incomplete cultivationand other cheap extensive
methods would yield a fair profit.
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THE aftermath of the great war

Is truly a harvest of death for

many Christian peoples. The
infernal tragedy In the Near East is
beyond all description, even Imagination,as regards those many hundreds
of thousands of terror stricken refugeesfrom Asia Minor and Thrace
who fled from the pursuing Turks and
even now have no security, no place
where they may rest. Already many
have died from hunger and exhaustion.Winter, with added miseries,
comes apace upon them; pestilence has
broken out among them.

Constantinople was no longer a sanctuaryfor Christian men and women
stiff with fear of Turk massacres.
Christian minorities In Thrace, of
whom there aro 900,000 Greeks and
Armenians, began to cross the Maritza
Itiver, whero onco in 1912 I stood with
King Ferdinand of Bulgaria, that old
rogue elephant, who took my arm,
waved his stick to the far horizon and
said: "The soldiers have chased the
old Turk out of his last lair In
Europe."
Hut the Turk was coming hack

again to that lllver Maritza, which
many times ran red with blood when
the armies of Islam passed that way.
Greek and Armenian refugees, with
fainting women and starved children,
have been trying to get to tho safer
side of Its boundary, but those very
Bulgarians who marched against the
Turk in 1912 have barred the way to
these miserable hordes of Greeks.
They will not allow entry of the famineand fever atrlcken mobs of fel-
low Christians Into Bulgaria, where
there In not much surplus food and
no lovo of Greeks and Armenians. The
plight of these people calls out the
charily of all Christian nations for
protection and food.
One mm ha.s emerged In France with

rapid fame In this crisis, not unlike
Lloyd George's In some of his characteristics,but utterly opposite In politicalIdeas. That Is Bouillon, the
French adviser of Mustapha Kemal,
leader of tho pro-Turk policy In France.
When I first met that man before tho
war he was of no account In French
politics, and was laughed at as an eccentricfellow, rather a buffoon, by
serious men of his own nation.
Speaking Kngllsh, a liberal of the

advanced school who came to Paris
for political knowledge, he was theoreticallya Socialist dabbling In journalism.With Immense self assurance
and a great gift of'gllb talk, he pushed
himself Into prominence and was suddenlyentrusted by Polncaro with a
mission to the Turks of Angora when
the French prime minister was angeredhy Lloyd George's pro-Greek
policy.

Bouillon made that separate treaty
with Kitntil, which was a severe blow
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5RTS SAY
"European agriculture, on the other

hand, has been experiencing the pain
of diminishing returns.' Year by year
they have faced the necessity of gettingmore out of their land*. They
have succeeded remarkably well, but
only because they have put more man

power, more toil, into thlr work.
"We are now entering the era of

diminishing returns a person In this
country."

Frederick J. Nash, who says he
learned more sitting on the end of a

log with the great Mark Hopkins,
president of Williams College, than
from all the books ho aver perused,
adds to this foodstuffs discussion:
i'Tour contention is not only correct
but timely when you urge the Americanpeople to give heed that they keep
full their national bread basket, and
when you warn them that so long an

current food production methods bo
employed the quantity of food avail,able for each American will steadily
decrease.

"Still another thing is true: The
continuance of these methods will
make it possible for the prices of foodstuffsto fall. There must be attention
to efllclency of tillage, of farm handling,and of distribution; for in the
first there is woful lack of economic
operation and adequate agricultural
science: and in the other two occur
wastes to cause the true economist to
weep.
"However, another element enter*

into the situation that will not be denied.And that is fertilization of the
lands. We must put back into the
soils if we are to take out from the
soils. We must replenish the lands
with the food on which plant life subsists,and that we have not done at all
adequately. I wish not to be over

severe, but I venture the assertion that
not one person In twenty who has to
do with the subject knows the scientificessence of the process of fertilizingagricultural soils. As a people,
wo shall have to learn how to fertilize,
as the European peoples have been
forced to learn it in the hard school of

!vast populations seeking- to exist on

restricted areas of farmlands.
"Our era of restricted.relativelyrestricted.farmlandsIs at hand. It will

he the next phase of national economicstudy and Improvement. The
day of easy food getting has passed.
Hence, we shall have, as a people and
as a Government, to go at this problem,and see to It that the nation
arouses to keen realization of the economicand social gravity of the thing
we face:
"A permanent pinch of food scarcity,

with Its consequent lowering of the
standard of living, and the coinclden)tal narrowing of the scope of national
vision."
Mr. Nash, who has devoted his life

to scientific studying of foodstuffs
problems, concludes with the assertion
that tho ancient Chinese system of
agriculture has for centuries maintainedthat enormous population, providingmost of the food consumed
there, by regularly returning to the
soils the chemical constituents taken
out by growing plants, the potash, nitratesand phosphates. Those, he believes,may be found In the United
States In sufficient quantities by findinghow to get peat and kelp together.
For, he asserts, peat and kelp contain
those elements In almost Ideal proportions.
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to the entente cordiale between Englandand France, a complete violation
of all pledges for common action. From
that moment the Turks organized their
armed strength and saw a supreme
chance for undoing the defeat of the
great war by this disunion between
victors. Bouillon's action was favored
In all French circles. Jealous of old
England's prestige In the East, angeredby England's generosity to Germany,hostile to Greek power in the
Mediterranean. From that political
split have followed all subsequent happeningsof tragedy and danger, which
the Proneh themselves now realize.
But though Bouillon played with fire,
this good natured, laughing, talkative
fellow must have credit for having
used his Influence with Kemal on the
side of peace when one rash shot on
either side threatened to create war
between Great Britain and Turkey.
Nevertheless the British people realizethat there are obligations toward

Christian minorities threatened by exterminationby 'Moslem fanaticism, and
at aJl costs, whether of blood or treasure,they will not stand by and permit
their slaughter. England Is sound at
heart, whatever her enemies may say,
and has a tradition which she will not
forfeit now of being the protector of
defenseless peoples. But alone she has
not the power to enforce her will and
rnfeguard all those Christian minoritieswhose positions are so perilous in
spite of the great assurances of the
Greek surrender. The Immense and
sacred responsibility lies upon France
to cooperate In this protection.
There Is another country far from

that misery, that weeping, hungry,
terrlfled world of Christian folk tinder
the advancing flag of Islam which
cannot wish to hide Its face from the
world as a sign of Indifference to the
fate of fellow Christians. That countryIs the I'nlted States of America.
I write plainly because I feel deeply,
ana i say mai mo uniieci mares ann

Its honor as a Christian nation arc InvolvedIn the Near Eastern Cilsis.
Great Britain needs and counts upon
the moral support of the United States
In behalf of Christendom, which Is
being challenged by the rlso of the
Mohammedan world. England, Impoverishedof men and money, cannot
stand alone. The old lion's strength
Isn't as It was, though his heart Is
brave.
With the morel power of the Amerl1can people she would be sustained In

t policy of peace and Justice and would
maintain tbe prestige of the white
race without nerd of war, which is
abhorrent to her people. The voice of
the American people has already
spoken In sympathy with those Ideals,
and England believes any challenge to
world peace, any throat of widespread
massacre among Christian peoples,
would bring the full weight of Americandiplomacy to her side. Ts that
certain, I wonder?
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